THE  FOUR  GEORGES
tried by court martial, and hanged, a fate which was also
meted out to fourteen seamen and four marines. Parker
was undeceived as to the virtues of ochlocracy before his
death, for in a last letter he wrote to a friend:
"Remember, never to make yourself the busy body
of the lower classes, for they are cowardly, selfish, and
ungrateful; the least trifle will intimidate them, and
him whom they have exalted one moment as their
demagogue, the next they will not scruple to exalt upon
the gallows. I own it is with pain that I make such a
remark to you, but truth demands it. I have experi-
mentally proved it, and am very soon to be made the
example of it. There is nothing new in my treatment;
compare it with the treatment of most of the advocates
for the improvement of the conditions of the multitude
in all ages."1
The mutinies were not without their effect, for con-
ditions in the Navy began thenceforth to improve, but
that they should have been necessary is a grave reflection
upon the Admiralty.2
In the following year, 1798, England was threatened
from another quarter, namely, by the outbreak of a
rebellion in Ireland. The majority of the population of
that country had lost rather than gained by the grant
of Home Rule in 1782, for this measure did little but
increase the power of the minority that controlled the
kingdom. Pitt had attempted to establish freer trade
between England and Ireland, but he had not been
successful, and the grant to the Catholics of freedom of
worship and the right to vote had done more harm than
1	Quoted by Manwaring, G. E., and Dobr£e, B.: The Floating Republic, p. 275.
2	There was an excellent account of the mutinies by Mr. D. Hannay in the
Saturday Review in June and July 1891.
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